
Step one: Think about an issue that has touched your life.

Storytelling is at the heart of advocacy
Effective advocates build power and momentum behind a particular issue through
a savvy combo of emotion and fact. Use the prompts below to build from lived
experience to storytelling to a clear ask that will hold people in power accountable
and help achieve systemic change.

Storytelling and Advocacy: Developing
Your Story

Example: The TANF cash grant is not sufficient to meet my family’s basic needs.
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Step two: Lead with your values and share a vision for a better future. This could
include an example from your life of when a system was working well.

Example: Everyone should have what they need to meet their most basic needs, no matter what.
When the cash grant better aligned to the cost of living, my family could afford...

Step three: Share an example of how your experience has not lived up to those
values. We always say speak from the scar, not the wound, so make sure you’re
comfortable sharing this story.

Example: The current TANF cash grant is not enough to meet my family’s needs. We cannot afford...
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Step four: Describe how a specific policy solution would bridge the gap between
your experience and your vision.
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Example: Aligning the TANF cash grant to 16% of the Need Standard would ensure that the cash grant
would automatically keep up with inflation and rising costs every year.
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