
Lobby Day 2023



WELCOME!
At Poverty Action, we are fighting for 
a world where everyone can put 
food on the table, pay for our 
everyday needs, and pursue our own 
goals in life – no matter who we are 
or where we come from.

We work to transform the systems that 
are stacked against us into systems that 
treat us fairly. We believe the only way 
to do that is to center the lives and 
stories of people impacted by poverty 
at the table where decisions are made.



Land Acknowledgement

The Poverty Action staff, who are joining today from Seattle, would like to 
acknowledge that we are on the traditional land of the first people of 
Seattle, the Duwamish People past and present and honor with gratitude 
the land itself and the Duwamish Tribe.

For non-Indigenous communities, land acknowledgement is a powerful way 
of showing respect and honoring the Indigenous Peoples of the land on 
which we work and live. Acknowledgement is a simple way of resisting the 
erasure of Indigenous histories and working towards honoring and inviting 
the truth.

Whose traditional land are you on today?
Check out native-land.ca to find out!

../../MLK%20Day%202022/native-land.ca


Labor Acknowledgement

At Poverty Action, we acknowledge that much of this country, 
including its culture, economic development, and wealth, now and 
throughout history, have been made possible by forced labor of 
enslaved Africans and their descendants who suffered and continue 
to suffer the horrors of the trans-Atlantic kidnapping, chattel slavery, 
Jim Crow laws, the War on Drugs, and continuance of state-
sanctioned violence. We are indebted to their labor and undue 
sacrifice. We acknowledge the impacts of that violence throughout 
the last 500 years and the resulting trauma that is still felt today



We Appreciate our Volunteers and Partners
This work isn’t possible without the generosity and engagement of our 

volunteers and partner organizations. 

Deep gratitude and kudos go to:

❑ Our Solid Ground family for all their help with printed and online 
materials and for communications and outreach support. You all helped 
make this event just a little more fun and community-oriented, even 
though we are all at home.

And a warm welcome to our partners from around the state:

❑ Civil Survival
❑ La Casa Hogar
❑ Campaign for Cash 

Leadership Team
❑WA Voices

❑ Commitment to Community – Walla 
Walla

❑ Blue Mountain Action Council
❑ Governor’s Poverty Reduction 

Workgroup Steering Committee
❑ Ventures



Where are you joining us from today?



Changing the Narrative



Our 2023 
Policy 
Priorities

Poverty Action works to eliminate the root causes of 
poverty through three areas of policy work:

❑ Meeting Basic Needs

❑ Building Thriving Communities

❑ Expanding Dental Care Access



Meeting Basic Needs

Poverty Action works to strengthen 
basic needs supports and advocate 
for policies that ensure a baseline of 
economic security, no matter the 
situation.

We focus on two programs 
in particular:

❑ Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF)

❑ Aged, Blind, or Disabled (ABD)



Support Cash Assistance for Families

Policy change:

❑ Increase equity  by

❑ Permanently allowing time limit 
exemptions for families experiencing a 
hardship.

❑ Eliminating time limits for child-only cases.

❑ Improve TANF for all by

❑ Increasing asset limits 

❑ Passing through 100% of child support 

❑ And more! 

Key message: We all deserve to have what we need to survive 
and live healthy lives.



Providing Assistance to Adults with Disabilities

Key message: We all deserve to have what we need to survive 
and live healthy lives

Policy changes:
❑ Remove the requirement for adults with disabilities to repay the state for 

cash assistance



Supporting Access to DSHS Services and 
Preventing Ongoing Racialized Harm

Key message: We all deserve to have what we need to 
survive and live healthy lives

Policy changes:

❑ Shift funding away from invasive and intimidating  
investigations into increased access to DSHS 
benefits.

❑ Equitably educate TANF recipients on all available 
supports by including funding for trusted 
Community Based Organizations.



Building Vibrant Communities

Key message: We are each the experts in our own lives and 
know how to meet our needs better than anyone else. We 
should all be able to live with safety and dignity.

Policy changes:
❑ See the implementation of the Working Families Tax Credit through to 

completion
❑ SUPPORT: HB 1079/SB 5249 (Rep. Thai, Sen. Shewmake)

❑ Create and fund the Washington Futures Fund
❑ SUPPORT: HB 1094/SB 5125 (Rep. Stonier, Sen. Trudeau)

❑ Create and fund the Statewide Guaranteed Basic Income pilot
❑ SUPPORT: HB 1045 (Rep. Berry)

❑ Continue the conversation on public safety



Expanding Access To Dental Care

Key message: We all deserve a healthy smile, no matter our 
race, where we live, or what insurance we can afford.

Policy changes:

❑ Expand dental therapy statewide to improve access to dental care

❑ Support $2M investment in Skagit Valley College's Dental Therapy program

❑ Support $6M investment in dental capacity for Community Health 
Centers. Includes additional chairs and renovations to treat more patients.



Changing the Narrator



Zoom Advocacy!

Preparing for 
today’s lawmaker 
meetings



Our goal is that you leave the 
meeting feeling:
❑ A sense of community and 

teamwork
❑ Heard

❑ Valued
❑ Respected

How else do you hope to 
leave the meeting? 

Group Dynamic Goals



❑ I will center the voices of those most impacted by policies

❑ Power dynamics are real. I have a responsibility to address them – in our 
planning meetings and in legislator meetings.

❑ I should not and will not tolerate disrespectful, racist, sexist, ableist, classist 
behavior or treatment. Period.

❑ I will listen thoughtfully to each other and commit to keeping an open 
mind, especially when it comes to learning about an experience I may not 
have.

❑ If someone is courageous enough to tell me that I’ve made a mistake, I will 
seek to listen without defensiveness and act upon their words.

Community Agreements



❑While we would love for you to talk about Poverty Action’s priorities, 
feel free to also bring things up that your group cares about.

❑ This is your time to use to meet with your lawmakers and have your 
voice heard.

❑Meetings with state legislators are most effective when you discuss 
topics where your legislator can make an impact, but you are free to 
discuss whatever topic is most important to you.

Meeting Reminders

This is Your Meeting

❑ There are no district leaders; each of you are the leaders in 
your groups

❑ Take the space you need, and make space for one another

Share the Power Together



Planning Your Meeting

❑ Make a plan that all members 
of your group agree on

❑ Assign roles

❑ When possible, speak from 
personal experience

❑ If you don’t have personal 
experience with an issue, you 
can still be an advocate! 
(friends, family, social workers, 
neighbors)



Introduce Yourself

ROLE #1: START THE MEETING/MAKE INTRODUCTIONS

Start the meeting with brief round of introductions. If you represent an 
organization, introduce yourself and tell your elected official or staff 
person about your organization and where it is located.

Example:
Hello Representative/Senator __________.
My name is __________and I live in __________ (name of city/town) in 
your legislative district. I’ll let everyone else introduce themselves as well.



Name Your Issue

ROLE #2: NAME THE ISSUE

State clearly and concisely what issue 
you want to discuss, what your 
position is, and what action you want 
your elected official to take. Offer a 
few supporting facts about why they 
should take your position.

Example: 
I’m here today to talk 
about__________ (name of a 
program/issue). 
This is an important issue to our 
community because 
_______________.



Share Your Personal Story

ROLE #3: STORY-TELLER

Share a personal story or concrete examples that highlight your experience 
with the issue and why you care about it.

Example:
The (name of program/issue) is important to me because _____.
The (name of program) helps me meet my basic needs, such as ______.
If (name of program) was cut, the impact to my life would be __________.



Make An Ask, Part I

ROLE #4: MAKE AN ASK

Make an explicit “ask.” Pose a direct, yes-or-no 
question to which the legislator can respond.

Example:
Can we count on you to support our bill to 
create a statewide Guaranteed Basic Income 
pilot?”



Make An Ask, Part II

Be prepared for how you will respond to your member’s position. Have a plan 
to turn a “Yes” into a champion, an “Undecided” into a Yes, and to learn from 
the objections of “No.”

❑ Example (If “yes”): How will you work to elevate this issue among other 
members of the legislature?

❑ Example (If “undecided”): What additional information do you need from us 
to support this bill?

❑ Example (If “no”): We really want to emphasize how important this issue is 
to our community because ______________. Is there anything that might 
change your mind about this issue?

ROLE #5: KEEP UP THE PRESSURE



Provide More Information

ROLE # 6: SHARE THE HANDOUTS

❑ Your lawmakers all received these fact sheets from us on Friday, 
January 13.

❑ That doesn’t mean they had time to read them.
❑ You can ALWAYS follow up with an email thanking them for the 

meeting and resending the fact sheet.



Before Your Lawmaker Meetings…

1. Take a deep breath. You’ve got this!

2. Check the lawmaker meeting schedule (link in on 
the landing page 
https://povertyaction.org/lobby-day-2023/)

3. Head to your district number’s Zoom breakout 
room to prepare for lawmaker meetings with 
others in your district

- If you don’t see your district, hang tight!

- If you’re the only one in your district, let us 
know!

https://povertyaction.org/lobby-day-2023/


THANK YOU!
We hope you had as much fun as we did!

Before you sign off for the day, please fill out your evaluation and 
tell us how we can make our lobby days and virtual events better.

Evals can be found at: https://povertyaction.org/lobby-day-2023/

https://povertyaction.org/lobby-day-2023/

