
The Statewide Poverty Action Network is a catalyst for economic justice. We work alongside low-income
communities and communities of color in Washington state to support emerging leaders, mobilize voters, and
advance equitable policy solutions. We believe that change starts with community; by centering the voices of
those impacted by poverty and injustice, we can build an equitable Washington free of poverty.  

2021 Policy Priorities
Our policy priorities are directly influenced by the conversations and feedback that we hear from people of
color and low-income people throughout Washington.

Build a stronger safety net
A strong social safety net is the foundation of a strong community. Policy changes and investments in basic needs
programs should center a path to health, wellness, and stability for adults, children, and people with disabilities:

Undo harsh policies that keep families from accessing Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and
have racist outcomes.
Extend relief measures implemented to the TANF program during the COVID-19 pandemic through the following
economic downturn.
Protect all investments and refuse any cuts to Housing and Essential Needs (HEN) or the Aged, Blind, or
Disabled (ABD) program.

In Washington, families making the least pay up to six times more in taxes as a share of their income than the state's
wealthiest households. We need equitable revenue solutions that ensure economic security for low-income
households in Washington:

Fund and expand the Working Families Tax Credit (WFTC) through the Recovery Rebate.
Rebalance our state tax code with revenue measures like estate taxes, capital gains taxes, intangible taxes on
billionaires, and payroll taxes, which are paid by those who can most afford it.

Re-balance our state tax code

We stand in strength and solidarity with Black-led organizations across the state that have called to reimagine public
safety and for stronger police accountability in Washington:

Adapt police accountability measures for police officers who abuse their power and create peer-intervention models
of policing.
Draw funding from the Washington State Patrol budget to fund upstream investments of health and public safety.

Reimagine public safety

Affordable, accessible dental care is an essential component of overall health. Everyone should have access to
comprehensive dental care:

Expand access to dental care

Authorize dental therapy statewide to expand access to affordable and routine dental care for low-income
communities and communities of color.

Remove barriers to higher education
The high costs associated with higher education persist as a barrier for many to be able to reap the benefits. Increase
access to higher education and graduation rates for students of color and low-income students:

Protect and increase existing financial aid programs such as the Washington College Grant.
Expand financial aid programs that assist students with housing, food, transportation, and other associated costs.
Increase wraparound services that support retention and graduation rates for students of color.
Increase the diversity of the student body and of faculty and support staff on college campuses through programs,
initiatives, and community outreach focused on communities of color.

We need stronger consumer protections that mitigate the very real costs of an unequitable economic system:

Prevent home foreclosures by lowering the interest rates and harsh penalties on
delinquent property taxes.
Fund programs that help homeowners avoid foreclosure.
End the practice of suspending driver’s licenses as a punishment for an inability to
pay a debt.
Prevent insurance companies from using credit scores to calculate premium pricing,
a policy that results in people of color paying disproportionately higher insurance
prices.
Automatically protect bank accounts from garnishment below what is already
statutorily protected ($2,000 or less) so a person does not have to go through a
court process to recover their money that was unlawfully garnished by a collector.

Strengthen consumer protections
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https://povertyaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/TANF-2008v2019.pdf
https://povertyaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WFTC-Recovery-Rebate-2021.pdf
https://povertyaction.org/justice-reform/
https://povertyaction.org/dental-therapy/
https://povertyaction.org/education/
https://povertyaction.org/consumer-protections/

