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Thriving communities are the backbone of a strong Washington state. 
We all want to live in towns and cities that offer well-paying jobs, 
great schools, and opportunities for success. However, across the 
country and state, many communities don’t have access to resources 
that help them thrive. 

For the past 22 years, the Statewide Poverty Action Network has 
worked to ensure that the concerns and priorities of Washington’s 

low income communities are heard by those in power. In collaboration with community 
advocates and partner organizations, Poverty Action brings issues that primarily affect poor 
communities and communities of color to the forefront of Washington state politics. With your 
help, we hold lawmakers accountable to the issues you care about most.  

The midterm elections are crucial to our political system, but unfortunately, their importance is 
often overlooked. While 50-60% of the electorate show up to vote in presidential elections, 
only 40% of eligible voters cast their ballot in the midterms. The results of the midterms have 
the capacity to dramatically alter the political landscape of both federal and state governments, 
and can affect the President’s ability to pass their agenda.  

Our work is rooted in the power of community organizing, and we know the power of strong, 
engaged, and active voters. For this reason, we bring you the 2018 Voter Guide for Washington 
state. 

This guide is meant to be a resource to help you make decisions on who deserves your vote. We 
recognize that the voting process can be confusing, and we have worked hard to present 
information about candidates, statewide initiatives, and your ballot in a straightforward way. 
To help you know where candidates stand on issues important to our communities, we asked 
them seven questions about racial justice, consumer debt, education, healthcare, and more. In 
addition, we included our endorsements on the statewide initiatives that will appear on the 
ballot.  

If you have been feeling saddened, ignored, or frustrated by the current political climate, now 
is the time to turn those feelings into action. Your vote is your voice—use it to speak up in 
support of or against things you see happening in your community. Politicians pay attention to 
communities that “speak up” loudest by participating in elections, town halls, and hearings. Our 
votes push lawmakers to pass laws that bolster our ability to prosper, meet basic needs, and 
provide a better future for our families and communities.  

It’s time to organize. It’s time to take action. It’s time to vote.  

In solidarity,  

Marcy Bowers, Director     

Omar Cuevas Vega, Community Organizer 
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To vote in this election, 
you must be… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A citizen of the 
United States 

18 years of age 
or older 

A resident of 
Washington state 

A registered voter 

I have a felony on my record. Can I 
vote? 

Yes. If you were convicted of a crime in 
Washington State, you can register to vote again 
once you have completed parole and probation.  If 
you were convicted in federal court or another 
state and have since moved to Washington, you 
are able to register as soon as you are no 
incarcerated. 

HOW TO VOTE IN WASHINGTON 
Washington State votes by mail. Voting by mail is the easiest and 
most accessible choice for many people. You do not need a stamp 
to return your ballot. Simply drop it in the closest U.S Postal Service 
mail box. Your ballot must be postmarked by Election Day-- 
November 6, 2018. You can also vote by putting your ballot in a 
drop box by 8pm on Election Day.   

Ballots will be mailed to all registered voters on Friday, October 19, 
and should arrive in your mailbox no later than October 25. If you 
do not receive your ballot by this date, contact your County 
Auditor’s office for a new ballot. 

If you missed the deadline for online or mail-in voter registration 
(October 8), please note that you have until October 29 to register 
to vote in-person at your County Auditor’s office! 

 

https://weiapplets.sos.wa.gov/MyVote/#/login
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/auditors/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/auditors/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/auditors/
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Accessible voting centers provide voters the opportunity to vote privately and independently 
using an accessible voting unit. Accessible voting units are easy to use and elections staff is 
available to assist if needed. Accessible voting units offer lap paddles and sip-and-puff devices, 
as well as audio, and large and high-contrast text options. 

These locations are open to all voters. Voters casting a ballot at an accessible voting center must 
either show a photo ID or sign a declaration. Acceptable forms of ID include: driver’s license, 
student ID, state-issued ID, employer ID, tribal ID, and passport. For locations, please contact 
your county elections office. 

 

 

 

Provisional Ballot Usage 
Provisional ballots are given to registered voters who want to vote but did not receive a 
ballot due to a record discrepancy with the County Auditor or Secretary of State. You can’t 
be denied the right to vote because of these errors if you are eligible and registered. In 
these cases, you will be given a provisional ballot to fill out and return.  

 Protecting the Vote 
If you are eligible to vote per the requirements listed on page 4, and are not under the 
supervision of the Department of Corrections, you have a constitutionally protected right to 
cast a ballot in this election. Under no circumstances should you be turned away. However, 
historically disenfranchised voters remain the target of deceptive election practices and voter 
intimidation.  

Know your voter rights and report any instances of: 

 Voter harassment or intimidation 
 Denying voters access to provisional ballots when they are eligible to receive them 
 Efforts to have voters produce identification or proof of citizenship when not required 

by law 
 Disinformation campaigns, such as posting fliers in communities of color that give 

false information on voting requirements or procedures 
 Excessive and unnecessary presence of uniformed law enforcement personnel at 

polling places or ballot drop box locations 

You will never be asked to pay money to register to vote, cast a ballot, inquire about your 
eligibility, or update your address. Visit http://866ourvote.org/state/washington/ for more 
information.  

If you believe your voting rights have been violated, call the Election Protection Hotline: 
(866) OUR-VOTE - (866) 687-8683. 

 

 

http://866ourvote.org/state/washington/
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Do I have to vote on everything on my ballot? 

Nope! You are free to choose to vote on any combination of measures, candidates, and 
initiatives. For any candidate or issue that you might not be sure about, you may leave it blank. 
Your ballot will still be counted! 

Do I have to pick a political party to vote? 

No. In Washington state you are not required to state a party preference in order to vote.  

What is an initiative? 

An initiative is a proposal of a new state law or amendment to the state constitution that is 
placed on the ballot by the citizens of our state. Once enough registered voters sign a petition 
in support, the proposal is placed on the ballot for a vote of the people. If the proposal passes 
by popular vote, it becomes a law. This year, Washington has four initiatives on the ballot. See 
page 9 of this guide for information and our endorsements! 

What are propositions? 

Local governments like cities and counties can place propositions on your ballot that only 
pertain to your city or county. These propositions are designed to get local authorities to fund 
public services or infrastructure. Some examples include a local proposition from your county 
to fund library services or increase funding for mass transit. Please note that Poverty Action has 
not endorsed any local propositions for this election.  
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What is an incumbent? 

An incumbent candidate is the person who currently holds that office and is running for re-
election. In this voter guide, we have marked each incumbent with an “i” next to their name.  

What is the difference between Congress and the Legislature? 

Congress is the federal, or national, law-making body that meets in Washington, D.C. 
Congress is made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives, often called simply “the 
House.” House Representatives are chosen by the citizens of Washington state to represent 
them and the areas where they live. These areas are called congressional districts. The number 
of districts a state has in the House depends on the population of the state, and in Washington, 
we have 10 congressional districts. The Legislature refers to the state’s law-making body. It is 
structured similarly to Congress, with a Senate and a House of Representatives. States are 
broken up into legislative districts (there are 49 legislative districts in Washington). 

What is a Legislator? A State Senator? A State Representative? 

The terms Legislator, State Senator, and State Representatives all refer to the people we elect 
to represent us in Congress and in the Legislature. In Congress, the Senate is composed of 2 
senators from each state. There are currently 100 Senators and 435 Representatives. Senators 
serve 6 year terms and Representatives serve 2 year terms.  

At the state-level, in the Legislature, two State Representatives and one State Senator are 
elected from each district. State Representatives serve 2 year terms, and State Senators serve 4 
year terms. Currently there are 49 Senators and 98 Representatives in Washington’s 
Legislature. 

When will I get my ballot? 

Your County Auditor will begin mailing ballots out to registered voters 20 days before 
Election Day (Friday, October 19). If you have not received your ballot by Thursday, October 
25, please contact your County Auditor’s office. 

What if I can’t vote?  

You can participate in the civic process even if you are not able to vote. Much of the election 
work takes place before Election Day as our friends and neighbors gather to “get out the vote” 
and educate our communities about what will be on the ballot. Even if you can’t vote, helping 
engage those that can on the issues that are important to you is an important way that your 
voice can be heard. 

Regardless of your voting rights or citizenship status, elected officials are sent to Olympia or 
Washington D.C to represent all of us. No exceptions! You are still a constituent of those 
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lawmakers. You can make a huge difference by reminding your friends and family of the 
importance of their vote. 

Beyond Election Day, you can call your elected officials to tell them your thoughts on policies 
and laws they will be making throughout the year. Writing letters, meeting them in person, 
inviting them to community events, and attending rallies or protests will ensure your voice is 
heard by legislators during their term in office. Voting is just one part of being an engaged 
member of your community. Holding lawmakers accountable, voicing your opinion, and 
engaging your community can be done in a variety of ways! 

Still have questions? Poverty Action is here to help! 

Call us at 206-694-6794, email us at vote@povertyaction.org, or visit our website at 
www.povertyaction.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vote@povertyaction.org
http://www.povertyaction.org/
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Statewide initiatives are a 
critical part of the voting 
process and an opportunity for 
you to directly affect change on 
a statewide level.  

In an effort to help you 
consider these impacts, 
Poverty Action has taken a 
position on these measures.  

 

 

 

Initiative 1631 – Pollution fee for large carbon emitters 

Climate change affects everyone and is heavily linked to carbon emissions. 
Research from around the country shows that communities of color and low-
income communities are disproportionately impacted by the effects of pollution 

and carbon emissions in comparison to other communities. This initiative is an opportunity for 
us to hold corporate polluters accountable, clean our air and water, and build healthier 
communities today and for future generations.  

Initiative 1631 would enact a carbon fee on our state’s largest corporate polluters. The revenue 
generated will then be used to create roughly 40,000 jobs by investing in (1) clean air and 
energy programs, which include transitioning low-income people to renewable energies, (2) 
clean water and healthy forests programs, and (3) healthy community investments. 

Vote YES on I-1631 for jobs and clean energy! 

Initiative 1634 – Prohibit new local taxes on groceries 

This initiative is confusing and misleading. It has been billed as a way to prohibit 
new or increased local taxes, fees, or assessments on groceries – both food and 
beverages. However this is unnecessary, because state law already prohibits 

taxes on groceries. Initiative 1634 would instead make it harder for voters and local 
governments to generate different streams of revenue for their cities and towns.  
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Different communities have different needs, and we believe that people should have the power 
to say how revenue decisions in their community are made. Initiative 1634 is funded by the 
soda industry in an attempt to take power away from voters and local communities. It creates 
greater state control over taxation at the expense of our cities, towns, and local communities. 

Vote NO on I-1634 to keep power with voters and local governments.   

Initiative 1639 – Reducing Gun Violence 

Every 14 hours in Washington state, someone is killed by a gun. 

Nationally, nearly 200,000 students have experienced school gun violence 
since 1999. In recent years, the vast majority of deadly shootings involved 

assault weapons. We will never forget the preventable tragedies of Parkland, Las Vegas, 
Newtown, and Mukilteo, to name a few.  

Initiative 1639 is a commonsense, comprehensive measure that would reduce gun violence and 
keep our school and communities safe. With regards to semiautomatic assault rifles, the 
initiative raises the legal age of ownership to 21 and requires enhanced background checks and 
mandatory training. For all guns, the measure requires secure storage, reducing how easily 
children and prohibited users can access them.    

Vote YES on I-1639 for safer schools and safer communities.  

Initiative 940 - Police de-escalation, training, and accountability 

Police violence disproportionally affects low-income communities of color. In 
Washington state, people of color are as much as 2.29 times more likely to be 
victims of police shootings that their white counterparts. Additionally, 

Washington ranks fifth in the country in the number of deaths from police use of force. This 
unnecessary loss of life is devastating for families and communities. It needs to end.  

Initiative 940 would create a “good faith” standard to determine when the use of deadly force 
is justifiable, requiring independent investigations so police do not investigate themselves. The 
measure also requires all law enforcement officers to undergo de-escalation and mental health 
training, and calls for officers to provide first-aid to save lives. 

This measure will save lives, protect people experiencing mental health issues, and improve 
how police interact with people from all walks of life.  

Vote YES on I-940 to improve police training and save lives.  
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Education: 

1. When students are able to attend college or university, they have a stronger chance of 
obtaining economic stability. Not all families are able to afford the high costs of college, and 
students of color and low-income students are disproportionately affected by this opportunity 
gap. How will you reduce or eliminate the state’s post-secondary education opportunity gap? 

Safety Net: 

2. A strong safety net is the foundation of a strong state and economy. Programs like 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Housing & Essential Needs (HEN), and Aged 
Blind Disabled (ABD) ensure that families, children, and disabled adults living in deep poverty 
can meet their basic needs. What will you do to protect and strengthen these services that 
provide a safety net for low-income Washingtonians? 

3. All Washingtonians should have access to high-quality and essential health care services, 
including dental care. Unfortunately, there are still many individuals in our state, including 
disabled individuals, senior immigrants, and immigrants from Compact of Free Association 
(COFA) countries, who are not able to access the dental care they need. What will you do to 
ensure that all Washingtonians have access to affordable, high-quality dental care? 

Racial Justice: 

4. Institutional racism is a daily burden that people of color face, leading to disparate outcomes 
when accessing housing, credit, the ballot box, or interfacing with the criminal justice system.  
Institutional racism is codified into laws and policies, either by design or accident, and is one of 
the greatest perpetuators of poverty in our state and country.  What will you do to address the 
consequences of institutional racism that create barriers to prosperity for people of color in 
Washington? 

5. Institutional racism keeps families and communities of color from growing their savings and 
accumulating wealth at the same rate as their white counterparts. This wealth gap contributes 
to disparities in home ownership and college attendance between white communities and 
communities of color. What will you do to address the racial wealth gap in Washington? 
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Revenue: 

6. Washington state has the most upside-down tax code in the country; low-income households 
pay seven times more of their income in state and local taxes than the wealthiest households. 
What changes would you propose to address our upside-down tax code, while ensuring that we 
can adequately invest in our communities? 

Debt and Lending: 

7. Families fall into debt for a variety of reasons, including medical costs, student loans, housing 
costs, or job loss. Debt buyers and collectors have benefited from these financial hardships in 
our communities. They collect debt with high interest rates and use the court system to obtain 
default judgements against low-income consumers, compelling them to pay debts they may not 
even owe. How would you address this debt crisis in Washington state? 

A NOTE ON DISTRICT PICKS 
In years past, our Voter Guides have focused on one specific region or county in Washington 
state. This year, we decided to do 
something a little different, and 
broaden our focus to the entire 
state, for both the Congressional 
and Legislative races. 

All 20 candidates for the 10 
Washington Congressional districts, 
plus the 2 candidates for the one 
open Senator position, received our 
questionnaire.  

In order to create a statewide 
representation of Legislative 
candidates, we chose 2-4 contiguous districts for each of the 8 regions in Washington (King 
County, North Sound, South Sound, Southwest Washington, Central Washington, the Peninsula, 
Eastern Washington, and the Tri-City Region). The districts we chose are also where we held 
Listening Sessions with community members this past summer. Listening Sessions are a critical 
part of how we do our work and craft our yearly policy agenda. 

Many races feature candidates who are running for re-election, and we have marked each 
incumbent with “i” next to their name. There were candidates who did not respond to our 
questionnaire, and we have also noted that beneath their name.   
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U.S. Senate 
Maria Cantwell—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Susan Hutchinson (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 1 
Suzan DelBene—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jeffrey Beeler (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 2 
Rick Larsen—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Brian Luke (Prefers Libertarian Party) 
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This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 3 
Jaime Herrera Beutler—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Carolyn Long (Prefers Democratic Party)  

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 4 
Dan Newhouse—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Christine Brown (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 5 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Lisa Brown (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. The best place to start reducing the post-secondary 
education gap is with quality early learning, investments 
throughout the K-12 system to eliminate disparities in 
educational attainment and ensure teachers are compensated, 
and find a way to provide two years of free postsecondary 
education for everyone. 
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Safety Net 

2. I was a champion of these programs for 20 years in the legislature, including pushing for the 
ability for WIC coupons to be used at farmer’s markets, and would continue that leadership 
at the federal level to strengthen federal safety nets.     

3. I will work to expand and fight any cuts to Medicaid, as well as cuts to HERSA funding, which 
funds the expansion of providers of health services. We need federal support for more 
providers, and loan forgiveness for dental professionals who serve in under-served 
populations or geographies.  

Racial Justice 

4. I would work to eliminate racial disparities in our criminal justice, housing, and education 
systems, and at the federal level, eliminate voter suppression and gerrymandering. My 
priorities in Congress will be working to solve our housing crisis and erasing racial disparities 
in our healthcare and criminal justice systems.  

5. We have to vigorously enforce anti-discrimination legislation. And beyond that, financial 
literacy programs and expanding access to educational opportunities. Early learning 
investments in educational opportunity are also essential - something I will fight for.   

Revenue 

6. In the senate, I championed the working families tax credit (which passed but hasn’t been 
funded) -- an action that would reverse the negative effects of our regressive tax structure. 
It would provide rebates for the higher rates that low-income people pay in sales taxes, and 
should be funded.   

Debt and Lending 

7. I will address this by pushing for regulation for payday lenders, and expanding options for 
re-financing and relief of student loan debt.  

 

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 6 

Derek Kilmer—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Douglas Dightman (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 7 

Pramila Jayapal—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
 
1. I am proud to be the lead House sponsor of the College For 
All Act, which would eliminate tuition and fees at public four-year 
colleges and universities if you make under $125,000s and make 
community college tuition- and fee- free for all. 
 
Safety Net 
 
2. I believe that we’re all better off when we’re all better off, 
so I am a firm believer in a strong social safety net. At the federal 
level, I will continue to support legislation to raise the ground 

floor and help all Washingtonians and all Americans meet their basic needs. 
3. In Washington, I support the state bills for universal healthcare sponsored by Health Care 

For All Washington. Nationally, I am the founding co-chair of the Medicare For All caucus, 
with 76 founding members who all believe in universal health care, and the Medicare For All 
PAC. 
 

Racial Justice 
 
4. For over 20 years, I have been an advocate for racial justice. I am committed to not only 

opposing racist policies and laws, such as the Muslim ban, but to proposing and passing 
legislation that reduces the incarceration epidemic in our state and across the nation. 

5. One of the main goals of the College For All Act is to make college more accessible and 
affordable to communities of color. Beyond that, we must ensure tenets of the Fair Housing 
Act and Fair Lending Act are fully funded and enforced. 
 

Revenue 
 
6. The first thing we need to do is repeal the federal GOP Tax Scam. At the state level, I want 

to see a fairer share of the tax burden on the richest Washingtonians, either through an 
income tax and/or capital gains tax. 
 

Debt and Lending 
 
7. This administration continues to attack the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau which 

protects consumers from predatory debt buyers and collectors. In addition to passing 
College For All and Medicare For All, I support increasing the Federal minimum wage to help 
prevent families from taking on debt in the first place. 
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Craig Keller (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 8 

Dino Rossi (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Kim Schrier (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 9 

Adam Smith—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. I’m a cosponsor of the College for All Act, which 
would provide free community college and eliminate 
tuition at public colleges and universities for families 
earning less than $125,000. I’ve voted to increase the 
availability of student aid and to create a tax credit for 
families with college students. 

Safety Net 

2. I’m a strong supporter of protecting social 
programs like Medicaid and Food Stamps, among others. I’ve co-sponsored legislation to 
strengthen Social Security, which benefits retirees, and other vulnerable populations. I’m 
also a co-sponsor of the CSA Opportunity Act, which would assist more children in receiving 
help from various social programs. 

3. All Americans, deserve access to full-service, high-quality healthcare. Dental care is a crucial 
component of an equitable healthcare system. I emphatically support programs like 
Medicaid, but also believe that Medicare for All’s the best way to address our nation’s 
healthcare crisis. Through it, all people can have comprehensive healthcare coverage. 
 
Racial Justice 
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4. We must ensure equal opportunity for all, and eradicating the racism is critical to this goal. 
I’m supportive of restoring the Voting Rights Act and protecting anti-discrimination laws in 
accessing housing and credit. We must completely overhaul our criminal justice system to 
make it equitable. 

5. In order to address the wealth gap, we must prevent racism. I support legislation that would 
prevent employers from asking about an applicant’s criminal history, as people of color are 
disproportionately incarcerated. Workers must make a living wage of $15/hr, and more 
must be spent on quality education for all. 

Revenue 

6. I support closing corporate tax loopholes and overhauling our tax code. It is critical that we 
have tax laws that are fair, properly fund our country’s important priorities, and promote 
working families by strengthening our economy and the creation of good jobs for all. 

Debt and Lending 

7. Everything possible must be done to prevent Americans from crippling debt. We must 
implement College for All and Medicare for All to prevent medical and educational debt. 
Additionally, loan policies should not be allowed to be predatory, particularly high interest 
rates and other bank-friendly policies must be prevented. 

Sarah Smith (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. College education today is what high school education was 
a few decades ago. A key part of my platform is to fight for tuition 
free public colleges, universities and trade schools paid for by a 
tax on Wall Street speculation.  

Safety Net 

2. If elected, I will get elected as a member of a pre-formed 
caucus of democrats who are not taking corporate money and 
will act as an uncompromising bloc of progressives. This sub 
caucus will fight for expanding social safety nets by making the 

wealthy and corporations pay their fair share. 
3. At the federal level, I will fight for single payer Medicare for all which will cover 

comprehensive healthcare for everyone at much lower costs. At state level I will support 
and fight with candidates who support single payer healthcare for all Washingtonians. 

Racial Justice 

4. My racial justice platform is informed by the Movement for Black Lives and Campaign Zero. 
It includes sweeping reform in areas of political, social, economic, and environmental justice 
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for people of color. Here is the link to my complete platform that will be difficult to 
summarize in 50 words. 

5. We need some structural changes to reverse this historical trend that includes redlining and 
disparity in mortgages. I would fight to fix our credit system, fund schools based on need, 
build 10 million homes over the next 10 years, pass Medicare for all, and tax the wealthy 
and corporations. 

Revenue 

6. This is a state issue. Apart from talking about progressive taxation at every chance and only 
supporting candidates that run on the promise of amending the state constitution to make 
corporate income tax and rent control legal, there is little I will be able to do. 

Debt and Lending 

7. I will introduce federal legislation to ban predatory lending practices like payday loans, and 
to reform our credit system. Additionally, I will fight for federal jobs guarantee, tuition-free 
public colleges, and Medicare for all so people don’t have to get predatory loans. 

U.S. House of Representatives- Congressional District 10 

Denny Heck—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Joseph Brumbles (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.votesarahsmith.com/issues/racial-justice/
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North Sound Districts 
Legislative District 38- State Senate 

John McCoy—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. As a member of the Education Opportunity Gap Oversight 
Accountability Committee (K12), I work to ensure all have an equal 
chance. 
 
Safety Net 
2. The funding for these programs are a priority for me and I 
advocate for them. 
 
3. Dental care should be available to all regardless of their status. 
 
Racial Justice 

4. In my 16 years of service I have continually worked to remove racial barriers.  
 

5. Again, I have worked to remove barriers for all. 
 

Revenue 
6. We need to have a tax system that all contribute equally.  

 
Debt and Lending 
7. The WA State Attorney General has taken this issue up and will follow with his 
recommendations.  
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Savio Pham (Prefers Independent Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 38- State Representative Position 1 

June Robinson—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Bert Johnson (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 38- State Representative Position 2 

Mike Sells—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 40- State Representative Position 1 

Michael Petrish (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Debra Lekanoff 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 40- State Representative Position 2 

Jeff Morris—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 42- State Senate 

Doug Ericksen—i (Prefers Republican Party) 
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This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Pinky Vargas (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 42- State Representative Position 1 

Luanne Van Werven—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Justin Boneau (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. Education is how we can ensure our shared future, and I support 
making state universities, community colleges, and trade schools 
entirely tuition-free. Further, we need to provide better aid for 
non-tuition costs, particularly housing, food, and textbooks. We 
can and must do better for students. 
 
 Safety Net 
2. We live in the wealthiest nation in history, and it’s past time that 
everyone has a comfortable living. I support reducing barriers to 
such programs, expanding eligibility, and enhancing benefits. When 
access to these programs is difficult, fewer families are helped and 

many who need help are either turned away or made to lie just to feed their children. 
 
3. I support single-payer, comprehensive healthcare for all Washingtonians, regardless of 
immigration status. We also need to invest in accessible education to ensure a healthy 
supply of skilled medical professionals. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. Affordable housing is foundational to many other issues, and often we see modern efforts to 
disguise redlining and segregate our communities. We need to combat these efforts and work 
to ensure that everyone has access to the same services and opportunities. We need to make it 
easier, not harder to vote, obtain housing, and justice. This includes teaching police officers to 
treat people of color as people they must protect, rather than criminals to protect against. It’s 
2018; we can and must fight institutional racism seriously. 

5. The brunt of our tax burden falls on the backs of the poor, who are disproportionately people 
of color. We should build a more progressive tax system, which would reduce obstacles to 
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greater wealth for such communities, and a more inclusive education system, which would 
enhance income mobility. 

 
Revenue 
6. I support progressive taxation and revenue measures including a capital gains tax, a housing 
vacancy tax, and fair carbon pricing. It’s absurd that the wealthiest Washingtonians would burn 
their money in space while their workers are living in poverty, and it’s time for a change. 

Debt and Lending 
7. I support efforts to regulate lenders more fairly and eliminate predatory lending behaviors. 
Additionally, we need to address the sources of debt: housing, education, and unemployment 
can send any family into spiraling debt, and we can change that. 

Legislative District 42- State Representative Position 2 

Vincent Buys—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Sharon Shewmake (Prefers Democratic Party)  

Education 
1. We should emulate Tennessee and introduce a promise 
program that makes the first two years of community college or 
technical college free for all students. Tennessee has seen 
enrollment increase and the program ends up costing the state 
relatively little because most of the students are eligible for 
federal grants, they just don’t know how to negotiate the system.  
 
Safety Net 
2. I support these programs and I would like to see funding for 
the Working Families Tax Rebate. The Working Families Tax 
Rebate is a state-match to the federal Earned Income Tax Credit 

(EITC) which is one of the most effective anti-poverty programs we have. I would also like to 
see high quality pre-school made available to low- and moderate-income families.  
 

3. This concerns me and I would be interested in what your organization says we can do about 
this.  

 
Racial Justice 
4. Our nation is at a moment where we are looking critically about the impact of the criminal 
justice system on the lives of people of color. I’d like to see a number of ways to make this 
better—from changes in policing and sentencing to what happens after someone has paid their 
debt to society.  
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5. When I teach urban economics, we discuss how federal housing policies are responsible for a 
large portion of the racial wealth gap. I’d like to see more anti-poverty programs generally, 
especially since anti-poverty programs could be used to close this gap. I want to fully fund the 
Housing Trust Fund and encourage cities to build diverse communities. 
 
Revenue 
6. Fund the Working Families Tax Rebate program. Reduce property taxes and sales taxes. 
Replace the revenue and pay for the programs with a capital gains tax.  

 
Debt and Lending 
7. Families of all incomes often need access to credit, low-income families are especially 
vulnerable since they may not have $400 for car repairs saved up and are less likely to have a 
social network that can help repair a car that might be necessary to get to a job. Many of these 
contracts are needlessly complicated and debt collectors are often taking advantage of bad 
situations. This shouldn’t be happening.  

Legislative District 44- State Senate 

Steve Hobbs—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Doug Roulstone (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 44- State Representative Position 1  

John Lovick—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. It is a failure of our society when even a single kid 
graduates high school and college and cannot find a job or 
simply does not feel like they can succeed in America. We 
need to strengthen our education system so that every 
person has access to affordable college, apprenticeships, and 
technical training. 
 
Safety Net 
2. I will continue to speak out and stand up for the critical 
services we need. While you cannot always pass good 
legislation, you can stop bad legislation from becoming law 
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and I will always stand against attempts to weaken vital services for our most vulnerable 
community members. 

 
3. Healthcare is already too expensive in our state and we must fight to close healthcare 

loopholes that only benefit special interests at the expense of our most vulnerable 
community members. The bottom line is that dental care is healthcare and should be 
accessible to all of us. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. To fully address institutional racism, we have to address inequality everywhere it occurs. 

Last session, we passed the WA Voting Rights Act that is a great first step towards equality 
at the ballot box. We still have to work on disparities in our education, mental health, and 
healthcare systems.  

5. The best tool we have to combat this inequality is funding our public education system. 
When we put our resources in our schools, fund after school programs, and make the 
necessary commitment to equality in every single community, we can empower and 
educate the next generation and give them the tools they need to break cycles of poverty. 
 

Revenue 
6. It is not fair to ask working families to keep shouldering the bill for every problem we have. 

We passed property tax relief that will come into effect in 2019. But that’s not enough. Our 
tax code is full of loopholes that do not create jobs. We need to get rid of wasteful 
loopholes. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. First, let me say that nobody should ever be coerced to pay a debt they do not owe. We 

need to strengthen protective laws we already have on the books and ensure those laws 
have the necessary tools to be enforced. 

Jeff Sax (Prefers Republican Party) 
This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 44- State Representative Position 2 

Mark Harmsworth—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jared M. Mead (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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South Sound Districts 

Legislative District 26- State Senate 

Emily Randall (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. While I believe that college, trade school, and apprenticeships 
are all equally valuable paths for graduating students, they’re not 
equally accessible. To ensure that college is truly an option for all 
young people, I propose a free 13th year at any public institution. 

Safety Net 
2. Our most underserved community members must have a voice 
in the discussion of what services they need to thrive and grow in 
our district. As a lawmaker, l will look at all issues and policy 
through racial, social, and economic justice lens, and be 
committed to serving everyone.  

 
3. I believe that healthcare is a human right, and that we all deserve access to quality, 
comprehensive healthcare. Healthcare is more affordable for everyone when everyone is 
covered. I pledge to be an active and dedicated voice in fighting to help ALL Washingtonians 
have access to the care they deserve.  
 
Racial Justice 
4. I believe and support Black Lives Matter because Black lives are being lost and taken at 
disproportionate rates. While all lives are valuable, it is clear that our systems and society do 
not value them equally, and so we say: Black Lives Matter. I’m committed to standing with 
these communities. 

5. Today there is too much wealth in too few hands. The rich are getting richer and the poor, 
poorer. We can build a better future by strengthening the middle class, giving folks 
opportunities to earn a good wage and benefits, put food on tables, and have money in their 
pockets. 

Revenue 

6. Our tax system is wildly unfair, and I’m committed to lowering the burden on hard working 
families. I propose closing corporate tax loopholes that are no longer serving Washingtonians, 
and exploring a capital gains tax so that that big business and the 1% are paying their fair share. 

Debt and Lending 
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7. I believe that no family – regardless of their income or financial situation – should go 
bankrupt or lose their home because they have been in an accident or have medical need. I’ll 
fight predatory debt collectors and help families in crisis. 
 

Marty McClendon (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 26- State Representative Position 1  

Jesse L. Young—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Connie Fitzpatrick (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. As a parent, the high cost of college is alarming. We should create 
more accessibility to opportunities other than traditional academia 
such as the military, professional training, or apprenticeships. As well 
as making sure that allocated funds go to students around the state 
and putting resources into disenfranchised communities.  

Safety Net 

2. We need to make sure that their fundings don’t get cut off as well 
as keeping the allocated funds within the programs. 

3. It is important that all Washingtonians receive affordable health care including dental care. 
Expanding the Affordable Care Act in Washington State will ensure that marginalized individuals 
will obtain the care that they desperately need.   

Racial Justice 

4. I support i-940, this is a good first step in addressing the way people of color are treated by 
law enforcement. As well as implementing restorative justice as opposed to retributive justice 
in our criminal justice system since people of color receive much harsher sentences for petty 
crimes.  

5. There needs to be a pipeline for people of color to access high paying jobs. Working with 
communities and families of color to put them in a position where they can be successful thus 
narrowing the racial wealth gap. 
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Revenue 

6. I would like to create a more fair and equitable progressive tax system as opposed to the 
current regressive tax system in Washington State. As well as establishing a capital gains tax, 
where the money will go into investing into our communities.  

Debt and Lending 

7. I will put policies in place so that predatory institutions will have a harder time operating in 
communities and social places of poverty stricken people. Educating people on the value of 
saving and money management, as well as creating programs that help people get out of debt. 

Legislative District 26- State Representative Position 2 

Michelle Caldier—i (Prefers Republican Party)  

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Joy Stanford (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 27- State Representative Position 1  

Laurie Jinkins—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Kyle Paskewitz (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 27- State Representative Position 2  

Jake Fey—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. One obvious solution would be to provide additional funding 
to those students in need, even to the extent of fully funding 
tuition.  
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Safety Net 
2. By relaxing restrictions on who is eligible and increasing the funding for each eligible family 
or individual, we can solve this issue.  
 
3. I would support the funding necessary to make sure every individual in the state of 
Washington has access to affordable/free dental care. 
 
Racial Justice 
4. I will work with groups like the Black Collective that represent people of color to find 
solutions for how we can solve the achievement gap and make sure that people from diverse 
communities receive equal opportunities to education and jobs. I plan to work this upcoming 
session on efforts to increase minority contractor participation in the Department of 
Transportation contract. 

5. By making education more accessible and affordable, and by taking steps to make 
opportunities for the creation of businesses more feasible for impacted populations, I believe 
we can solve this issue.  

Revenue 
6. I would support a capital gains tax that would be an improvement in our tax structure. I will 
also look at other opportunities to adjust our current forms of revenue in order to make them 
more equitable. I do not believe that the time is right for a state income tax, but I would 
support it when the time is right to pass that legislation.   

Debt and Lending 
7. I will address the debt crisis in Washington by supporting legislation that advocates for 
affordable housing, affordable healthcare, and affordable education. By making these things 
accessible and affordable we will reduce the amount of debt in our State and prevent families 
from suffering. I will also address our regressive tax structure.  

Donald Golden (Prefers Independent Party) 

Education 
1. A Tuition scholarships for all community colleges and trade 
schools. Reimbursement to employers for apprentice programs. 
Creation of meaningful work/study programs. 
 
 Safety Net 
2. This is the minimum.  These programs must be expanded and 
coordinated. 
3. Expand health care programs to include dental/oral health.  
Pediatric dental/oral is vital.  
 
Racial Justice 
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4. Propagate inclusiveness.  Reach out to all to include everyone in beneficial programs.  
Examine policies and programs which discourage or codify unjustness. 

5. Education is the best way to expose anyone to opportunities and ideas they would otherwise 
not see.  Ideas like saving and investment should be taught at an early age.  Opportunities 
should be exposed early and frequently.  Expose role models to which children can aspire. 

 
Revenue 
6. Capital gains tax. 
 
Debt and Lending 
7. Debtors prey upon low income, ill-informed consumers.  A debtor should not be able to walk 
away from their obligations, however debt counseling should be available and in some cases 
mandatory for ill-informed persons.  Banks and other financial institutions are very powerful 
and would work to discourage clear financial education. 
 

Legislative District 28- State Representative Position 1 

Mari Leavitt (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. Accessible and affordable higher education is critical to 
Washington’s economic success. I will ensure that tuition rates 
are affordable and accessible for all who seek higher education. 
Workforce training and education make a significant difference 
in promoting a quality of life for first generation families and 
underrepresented students.  

Safety Net 

2. As the Deputy Director of Pierce County Human Services, I know the importance of 
protecting our social safety net. I will be a strong advocate for these programs and new 
programs that help protect our most vulnerable citizens.  

3. My husband and I own small orthodontics practices in Lakewood and Yelm so this is an issue 
that is close to my heart. I am committed to fighting for access to affordable and high-quality 
healthcare including dental care.  

Racial Justice 

4. I have worked on issues of racial equity my entire career. This topic is personal and extremely 
important to me and my family. I will advocate for cultural competency and bias training in the 
public and private sector, and community policing programs that increase outreach and better 
serve underrepresented populations.  
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5. It’s critical we work on closing that gap and focus on services and efforts that acknowledge 
system failures and get to the root. That includes offering strong public pre-school programs as 
early learning is the best investment for our children’s future. We also need to do more to end 
discrimination and strengthening renter protections.. I would like to increase housing assistance 
and explore outreach and education programs to help landlords better understand the bigger 
issue of racial biases in law enforcement and the criminalization of homelessness, and how it 
perpetuates the cycle of discrimination.  

Revenue 

6. I support ending outdated tax incentives for large corporations who are no longer creating 
jobs in our state. I also support a capital gains tax.  

Debt and Lending 

7. I will work to ensure that greater protections for consumers and fight back against predatory 
debt collectors.  

Richard (Dick) Muri—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 28- State Representative Position 2 

Christine Kilduff—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. We took important steps towards fulfilling the McCleary 
decision last ast session, but have a great deal more to do to 
ensure those resources are invested correctly. We must also 
prioritize affordable community, vocational, and technical 
college opportunities so every student is set up for success and 
on a career path. 

Safety Net 

2. I’ve been fighting for increased TANF, and led the charge for 
that this year. We must reinstate the child support past-through 

since families are foregoing basic needs. We also need to continue to fortify HEN, PWA and ABD 
for those in need of shelter, pregnant mothers and people with disabilities. 

3. Dental care is essential to overall health and well-being. We must ensure that neighbors in 
need have access to all forms of quality and affordable health care including dental health. 

Racial Justice 



32 
 

4. Communities of color often face enshrined disadvantages, racism, and can have fewer 
opportunities. I have worked to address this challenge through more thoughtful and equitable 
budget investments, by removing barriers that exist for many to access support and services, 
and by working to close the opportunity gap for our kids. 

5. Providing a tax break for lower-income workers would help make our tax code more 
equitable. Tax reform also includes closing the tax breaks and loopholes that only benefit our 
wealthiest households and corporations. These approaches can decrease the tax burden on 
communities of color, seniors, veterans, and other struggling families. 

Revenue 

6. I think an important first step is closing outdated tax breaks and loopholes that benefit 
corporations and Washington’s wealthiest. That will generate billions in revenue and allow 
investments in education, infrastructure, health, well-being, and opportunity of all 
Washingtonians. 

Debt and Lending 

7. Regulating payday lenders who profit from families struggling with debt is one important way 
Washington has led on this issue. We must remain vigilant around other attempts to exploit 
those facing hard times. I’m also proud to support regulating student and medical debt, and 
eliminating legal financial obligations. 

Maia Espinoza (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 29- State Senate 

Steven Conway—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. First, we must continue to fully fund our State Need Grant Program 
for assisting low income students with tuition and program costs.  
Second, we must work with our postsecondary institutions to keep 
tuition affordable. This requires improved postsecondary funding of 
these training and education institutions. 
 
Safety Net 
2. These programs must be a funding priority for the state budget. I 
would add that we need to expand funding for our Housing Trust Fund 
to address the problem of homelessness. We need to increase funding 
for homeless shelters. 
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3. We must expand funding for more low income dental care as we did in our last Capital 
Budget. Access to affordable dental care is a major need. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. I believe fundamentally in equal opportunity to justice and income.  When we find 
institutional racism, it should be eliminated.  We however must also design strategies to 
address the issue of generational poverty. 
 
5. Wealth inequality is both a racial and income inequality issue. I believe fundamentally that 
we must expand collective bargaining for all races to address income inequality in our state and 
country.  With greater income equality, we will expand home ownership and retirement 
savings. 

 
Revenue 
6. We need major tax reform in our state, but this must include both personal and business 
taxes.  Our business tax system is also broken.  In the short term, we must oppose measures 
which increase the tax burden on families and contribute to our upside down tax system. 
 
Debt and Lending 
7. We must eliminate exorbitant interest rates imposed by the courts.  This is extremely 
undemocratic. We must also regulate payday lending operations for the same reason.  

Pierre Malebranche (Prefers Independent Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 29- State Representative Position 1  

Terry Harder (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Melanie Morgan (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 29- State Representative Position 2 

Steve Kirby—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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King County Districts 
Legislative District 5- State Representative Position 1  

Chad Magendanz (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Bill Ramos (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 5- State Representative Position 2 

Paul Graves—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Lisa Callan (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 30- State Senate 

Mark Miloscia—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Claire Wilson (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 30- State Representative Position 1 

Mike Pellicciotti—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. I helped create a UW-Tacoma/Highline University 
partnership that will make higher ed degrees and certificates 
available at the Federal Way campus. I passed a law to expand 
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vocational training for people between jobs and introduced a bill to expand vocational training 
for people in the WorkFirst Program. 

 
Safety Net 
2. During the last legislative session when Republicans sought to cut essential safety net 
programs, I held the line to ensure the most vulnerable were protected. I also passed legislation 
to expand WorkFirst Program services. 
 
3. As a prosecutor, I’ve led efforts to combat corporate healthcare fraud, and I’ll continue to 
fight for Washingtonians’ right to affordable healthcare. I strongly believe that we need to 
increase Medicaid funding to expand dental services for low income individuals, especially 
children. 
Racial Justice 
4. Institutional racism urgently needs to be addressed by the legislature. I cosponsored 
expanded voter registration protections, moved the passage of I-940 De-Escalate Washington, 
introduced legislation for consumer protections against abuses by the credit industry, and 
opposed efforts by the State Senate to cut programs that are critical for housing access. 
 
5. I will continue to work to make college education and vocational training more affordable 
and accessible. I will fight against tax breaks for big corporations and push for legislation to 
instead lower property taxes, especially for low income people, to make homes more 
affordable. 

 
Revenue 
6. I would support a revenue neutral capital gains tax offset by lowering property taxes. I 
successfully urged the governor to veto over 80 million dollars in corporate tax breaks and 
introduced legislation to use the money saved to reduce property taxes for low income 
individuals, especially seniors. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. I introduced credit consumer protection legislation and will continue to fight against 
corporate abuses. I have never accepted any corporate contributions so that I will only be 
accountable to the people and will stand up to predatory corporate practices. 
 

Linda Kochmar (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 30- State Representative Position 2 

Kristine Reeves—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 
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This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Mark Greene (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 31- State Senate 

Phil Fortunato—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Immaculate Ferreria (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 31- State Representative Position 1 

Drew Stokesbary—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Victoria Mena (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. Education is the path for prosperity and security for all people and in 
particular kids of color and low-income students. I believe in tuition-
free post-secondary education including 2-year, 4-year, and vocational 
schools. This would ameliorate both racial and income-based disparities 
in education and financial success of students in Washington State. 
 
Safety Net 
2. I firmly support social services, and know from personal experience 
how they keep families out of poverty. If elected, I will defend and 
expand our social safety net. Existing programs must be strengthened 
and new programs implemented. In a wealthy state like ours, no person 
should live in poverty. 

 
3. I personally do not have health care and constantly worry I am one disaster away from bankruptcy. I 
believe in universal, publicly-funded healthcare that covers everything from dental to vision, long term 
care, and basic doctors visits. I will fight for public healthcare in Olympia. 
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Racial Justice 
4. Institutional racism is a pernicious force in our policies and law. I will fight to ensure that we end the 
school to prison pipeline, we invest in jobs not jails, and fight for working people of all colors. 
 
5. We must ensure that predatory lending is ended in Washington and people of color have the same 
access to high-quality credit as white communities. We must also uphold strong consumer financial 
protections and ensure people of color have well-paying jobs to accumulate wealth and make 
investments. 

  
Revenue 
6. Working families pay too much in taxes. The wealthiest Washingtonians must pay their fair share. I 
believe in enacting a progressive suite of taxes including a capital gains tax, carbon pricing, progressive 
income tax, increasing the REET, and closing loopholes for profitable big businesses. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. I believe things like medical debt and student loans should be absolved by the state or federal 
government. They hold folks back from making investments and moving our economy forward. 
Absolving these debts will grow our economy and vastly improve our collective quality of life. 

Legislative District 31- State Representative Position 2 

Morgan Irwin—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Mark Boswell (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 47- State Senate 

Joe Fain—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Mona Das (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. We need to fully fund the state need grant, shift funding for 
education away from regressive and inequitable property taxes; 
and fund housing and services to address the crises in Seattle 
before the cost continues to rise, drawing more resources away 
from higher education and causing tuition hikes. 
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Safety Net 
2. I will advocate for diversified public revenues for a number of reasons, one of them being the 
need for higher grant amounts for financial assistance programs. Funding has not been fully 
restored from cuts made in 2011, while the cost of living for those in need of assistance has 
skyrocketed. 
 
3. I will advocate for increased funding for dental care so Washingtonians, regardless of 
disability or immigration status have the ability to get the care they need. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. I’m running for office as a woman of color and an immigrant because if you don’t have a seat 
at the table, you’re on the menu. If I’m elected, I will work to provide the support Communities 
of Color need to lead these conversations rather than being asked for input. 
 
5. Homeownership is a ticket out of poverty and into the middle class. I’ll work to advance 
state-funded programs assisting first time homebuyers, to diversify our housing stock and 
improve affordability, and explore new revenue sources so more of working Washingtonians’ 
money can go toward building wealth through homeownership. 

 
Revenue 
6. I would pursue reforming the B&O tax, putting a stop to our reliance on sales and property 
taxes, and asking the wealthiest people in our state pay their fair share through capital gains 
and corporate income tax. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. With the weakening CFPB, I’d pursue requiring thoroughly documented proof of debtors’ 
obligations and collectors’ legal claim to payment before civil suit filing; funding need-based 
emergency loans, limiting licensing to in-state operators and specific industries; and capping 
interest and fees. Unlike my opponent, I have not taken money from payday lenders. 
 

Legislative District 47- State Representative Position 1 

Mark Hargrove—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Debra Entenman (Prefers Democratic Party) 
Education 
1. Access to post high school education by all students, 
especially students of color, is the reason I serve as a Trustee 
for Renton Technical College. I would like to put my efforts to 
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ensure accessibility to two-year degrees, certificate programs and apprenticeships. 
 
 Safety Net 
2. I was in the first Headstart class while my mother pursued a higher education to become a 
teacher. We lived in subsidized housing. I am a direct product of programs that advance 
families in to opportunity and stability. Protecting these programs is a major reason I am 
running. 
 
3. I have been fighting for universal access to health care for over 25 years and will continue to 
fight including dental care which is so critical. Immigrant and communities of color must be 
included. Ensuring access to care – not just insurance – will be a high priority for me. 
 
Racial Justice 
4. As a black woman, I understand institutional racism. Policy makers have to assume, not 
ignore, institutional racism especially in education and criminal justice. I believe I can be a 
particularly effective voice in this arena to make sure the lens of institutional racism is applied 
to legislation. 

5. I would like to make sure young people can get in to homes and seniors to not lose their 
homes, more retirement savings options and for the state to enact a Working Families Tax 
Rebate to offset some of the regressive burden of our sales and property tax.  

 
Revenue 
6. Again, the Working Families Tax Rebate, would help. My community is very sensitive to taxes, 
particularly sales and property taxes, so further relief in these areas would also be good. 
 
Debt and Lending 
7. I would support strengthening the law in these areas to make sure debt collection practices 
are fair and equitable and do not disproportionately affect people of color. 
 
Legislative District 47- State Representative Position 2 

Pat Sullivan—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. We need to fully fund the state need grant and hire more 
counselors in middle and high schools.  Those counselors can help 
students with scholarships (like college bound) and with filling out 
their financial aid forms.  We also need to lower the cost of 
textbooks and provide more housing opportunities. 
 
Safety Net 
2. The safety net simply has to be a budget priority.  We weakened 
the safety net during the great recession and only now have gotten 
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back to where we were before those cuts were made.  It is past time to strengthen programs 
that help our most vulnerable to succeed. 
 
3. We made progress in dealing with this issue last session.  But we need to continue those 
efforts to ensure all Washingtonians have access to quality health care.  I believe we need to 
expand our network of community clinics and raise Medicaid rates as a high priority. 
 
Racial Justice 
4. We have made progress in this area as well.  Last session we passed the “ban the box” bill 
and it was signed into law.  But I believe in starts with an education system that provides 
opportunities for all students.  That means greater investments in schools with high poverty 
rates. 
 
5. Quality education opportunities for all is again something that will help address this issue.  
Expanding the college bound scholarship program and providing adequate counselor support at 
both the K-12 and higher ed levels will also help to address this problem. 
 
Revenue 
6. I have supported the capital gains excise tax for the past many sessions.  We have been close 
to having the votes in both chambers to pass this legislation and I believe it is a start in 
addressing this issue and providing the resources for critical programs. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. The state should offer a low interest college student loan program that could operate much 
like the public works assistance program.  We also need to strengthen our laws to ensure that 
families with medical debts are protected and aren’t stuck with a lifetime of debt after a 
medical emergency. 
 

Ted Cooke (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Eastern Washington Districts 
Legislative District 3- State Representative Position 1 

Marcus Riccelli—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Tom Taylor (Prefers Republican Party) 



41 
 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 3- State Representative Position 2 

Timm Ormsby—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Dave Lucas (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 4- State Representative Position 1 

Matt Shea—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Ted Cummings (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
 
1. I fully support every student having the opportunity to follow the 
course of study that interests them the most.  Education, in all its 
forms is key to developing a good human being.   I want to build up 
and promote trade schools and apprenticeship programs as my 
primary focus. 
 
Safety Net 
 
2. I completely agree for the need for strong safety nets and I 
believe that they are a very good investment both morally and 

financially.  Taking care of our most vulnerable and helping young people to grow and 
transition is very important to me. 

3. Healthcare is a human right and I will work with experts in the healthcare field along with 
business and elected representatives to craft a workable plan that will address providing 
healthcare and dental care to everyone residing in our state. 
 
Racial Justice 
 

4. I will work to improve employment opportunities for minorities in employment and 
increase access to a quality education experience with exposure to craft apprenticeship and 
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trade schools.  I will work with and be responsive to all effected by institutional racism and 
seek to remove it from society. 

5. I will continue to encourage working men and women to join or form a union so that they 
can collectively bargain for living wages and benefits.  Unions give men and women, 
regardless of ethnicity, equal opportunities to move up economically. 
  
Revenue 
 

6. I want to work with legislators on both sides of the aisle to solve Washington’s tax problem.  
Capital gains tax increases along with reducing corporate exemptions that are not returning 
value as they should would be among the areas I would examine. 
 
Debt and Lending 
 

7. I will actively work to outlaw or aggressively tax high interest loan business models.  I 
believe these pay day loans, debt buyers and rent to own practices are simply usury and I 
will do all I can to end this abhorrent practice. 

Legislative District 4- State Representative Position 2 

Mary May (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. I will support maintaining and expanding funding for need-
based financial aid, and will work to expand vocational and 
apprenticeship programs. Current programs to earn college credit 
while still in high school should be maintained. Funded 
community college programs similar to those in Oregon, 
Tennessee and Rhode Island should be explored.  
 
Safety Net 

2. I will fight for continued funding of these important programs as well as expansion so that 
children living poverty are able to receive essential needs. I will work to identify public-private 
partnerships that can leverage the work done by local, state and federal agencies.   
 
3. I will support legislation that includes dental care in basic health plans in our state. I will work 
with professional associations to help identify system delivery improvements that would 
expand the availability and reduce the cost of quality dental care to vulnerable populations. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. Fighting institutional racism begins with acknowledging that it exists. As a legislator, I will 
work to assess proposals through a racial equity lens and will stand against legislation that 
maintains or increases barriers to people of color. I will oppose any legislation that seeks to roll 
back non-discrimination protections. 
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5. I will work with the Poverty Action Network and the analysis they provide on proposed 
legislation detailing impacts to communities of color. I will advocate for fair and equal access to 
loans, savings accounts and investments.  

 
Revenue 
6. I would support closing corporate tax loopholes that are outdated and unnecessary.  I would 
support legislation that aims to revise the state tax structure so that middle and low income 
families pay less of a percentage of their income in taxes than they currently pay.  
Debt and Lending 
7. I would support debt financing reform and legislation to end predatory lending practices that 
create cycles of debt. I would work to prevent exploitative debt collection practices, particularly 
with medical debt. 
 

Bob McCaslin—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 6- State Senate 

Jessa Lewis (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1.Education is the best investment we can make toward long-term 
prosperity, which is why it is one of the top issues I intend to address 
as a Senator. It's no secret that our state has the most regressive tax 
structure in the country, making it difficult to provide sustainable and 
adequate funding to even our most basic programs.  
 
Safety Net 

2. Early in my daughter’s life, we battled with housing insecurity and at times had to resort to 
living in my car. We utilized a number of state-run resources, including WIC, food stamps and 
TANF during my journey to acquiring my MBA and a career.  

 
3. I am absolutely in favor of universal health coverage, which includes vision and dental, and 
am currently working towards it for Washington State as Eastern Washington Director of Health 
Care for All. Count me to be a sponsor of legislation and to be a champion for its passage. 

 
Racial Justice 
4. I am actively collaborating with efforts to address these inequalities in my community, such 
as I Did the Time and Spokane Coalition Against Racism.  I have committed to the efforts to 
repeal I-200, to secure more funding to support first generation students at EWU, and to 
address codified institutional racism wherever it occurs.  
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5. We need to ensure access to non-predatory banking, prevent discrimination based on 
ethnicity, more financial literacy classes, and repeal I-200. We have opportunities to expand 
employment in living wage jobs like the trades and nursing and we should recruit in 
disadvantaged communities.  
 
Revenue 
6. We need to start with addressing loopholes, passing capital gains, and finally funding the 
Working Families Tax Rebate. 
 

Debt and Lending 

7. These debts are a direct result of the system failing hard working citizens, and we need to 
focus on fixing on the systematic barriers. We need to strengthen consumer protection laws 
and raise the threshold of proof for default judgments and cap interest rates. 
 

Jeff Holy (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 6- State Representative Position 1 

Mike Volz—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Kay Murano (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 6- State Representative Position 2 

Dave Wilson (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jenny Graham (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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Peninsula Districts 
Legislative District 19- State Representative Position 1 

Jim Walsh—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Erin Frasier (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. I have dedicated 13 years to increasing access to postsecondary 
education through financial assistance and wrap-around supports 
for student success. Yet, we can do so much more and I would start 
with automatic enrollment in the College Bound Scholarship 
program and securing state investment in SNAP Employment and 
Training program. 

Safety Net 
2. From my experience serving TANF recipients, I will fight to 

ensure people and families, not participation requirements, are put first in policy and funding 
decisions. I will also be a strong advocate for investments in two-generational strategies to 
reduce poverty. 
3. Dental care should be treated as preventative medical care and I will advocate for the 
expansion of access for all Washingtonians not able to receive appropriate care.  

 
Racial Justice 
4. I will strive to use a racial equity lens in evaluating all new legislation and will look to the 
Statewide Poverty Action Network’s analysis for further support.  

5. I will work to eliminate structural racism as well as take actions to eliminate predatory 
lending and other causes of wealth gaps. 

Revenue 
6. Instead of more taxes on workers, we can invest in local priorities by closing tax breaks for 
the wealthy and corporate loopholes, especially in cases where the intended outcomes of tax 
breaks are not being realized. 

Debt and Lending 
7. Debt to public entities should not be allowed to turn that debt over to for-profit debt 
collectors, not-for-profit debt management services should be supported and promoted to all 
individuals experiencing financial hardships and predatory lending should be stopped. 
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Legislative District 19- State Representative Position 2 

Brian E. Blake—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Joel McEntire (Prefers Republican Party) 

Education 
1. I will endorse policies that give a market of 
opportunities to disadvantaged populations rather than 
channeling all students through the very expensive 
university system which is overpriced due to bad 
government policies of the past.  
 
Safety Net 
2. Firstly, I don't agree that "a strong safety net is the 
foundation of a strong economy". Rather, it is reversed. A 
strong economy is the foundation of a strong safety net. 

Safety net policies require money from a thriving economy. A strong economy must be 
maintained. 
 
3. As a legislator, I will promote policies that allow private dental facilities to be constructed, 
maintained and expanded in Washington State. More facilities will be more equipped to treat 
more people.  

 
Racial Justice 
4. Show me the codified institutional racism, and I will see it abolished.  
 
5. I would first like to know what law keeps communities of color from growing their savings 
and accumulating wealth. Once I can figure out where this law is, I will be sure to get it off the 
books. 

 
Revenue 
6. Lowering the amount of tax revenue needed to fund government projects would reduce the 
tax burden on all citizens.  

 
Debt and Lending 
7. I would encourage citizens to avoid debt at all costs. Debts derived from emergency 
situations, I would leave for individual community groups and families to resolve.  
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Legislative District 24- State Representative Position 1 

Mike Chapman—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jodi Wilke (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 24- State Representative Position 2 

Steve Tharinger—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jim McEntire (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Central Washington Districts 
Legislative District 14- State Representative 
Position 1 
Sasha Bentley (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 

1. Universal pre-k and support for children even earlier. 
After school and summer programs. More resources to 
high-poverty schools. “Pay it Forward” proposal, which 
allows students to attend college tuition-free and pay back 
a percentage of their income for several years. Grow trade 
schools and apprenticeship programs, internships, 

externships. Free SAT.  

 
Safety Net 
2. I will work to support and expand these programs as a representative of the community. 
More government support and community support are outcomes I am looking for. 
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3. Expand health care services to population that are not able to access it. I will work to ensure 
everyone within our borders has quality health care with a state universal health care system. I 
will work with our federal delegation to create a federal universal health care system.  

Racial Justice 
4. I’m running for office because I want to address racial, social, economic inequalities at an 
institutional level. We need to guarantee services to disenfranchised individuals/groups, create 
programs that help individuals overcome racial and social biases, to prioritize equality in our 
educational system, and restructure our criminal justice system. 
 
5. Ensure equity in education. Provide care and attention to students in order to improve 
performance, focus on restorative justice, and no more suspensions. Invest in housing trusts 
and build thousands of affordable homes. Ensure we are provided rental assistance, mortgage 
loans, and home rehab loan programs. Identify barriers to minority owned businesses. 
 
Revenue 
6. Ensure a living wage, create jobs through infrastructure, modernization, preparations for 
changing industries, and create a state bank. We need to make sure we have an equitable state 
tax system, i.e. shifting the B&O tax to benefit small businesses, close loopholes and 
unnecessary tax breaks, lower property taxes. 
 
Debt and Lending 
7. Address lack of regulations and create needed consumer protections, create a state bank and 
create fair loan opportunities for more low-income communities.  

Chris Corry (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 14- State Representative Position 2 

Gina Mosbrucker—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Liz Hallock (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 15- State Senate 

Jim Honeyford—i (Prefers Republican Party) 
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This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Bengie Aguilar (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 15- State Representative Position 1 

Bruce Chandler—i (Prefers Republican Party)  

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Jack McEntire (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 15- State Representative Position 2 

Jeremie Dufault (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

A.J. Cooper (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Tri-City Region Districts 
Legislative District 8- State Senate 

Sharon Raye Brown—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Leo Perales (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 8- State Representative Position 1 
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Brad Klippert—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Shir Regev (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 8- State Representative Position 2 

Matt Boehnke (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Christopher Tracy (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. I support fully funding the State Need Grants for college 
assistance and to eliminate the wait time.  I will work to 
reduce the cost of college tuition.  
 
Safety Net 
2. I will work to protect funding, even if that means 
increasing revenue by implementing a capital gains tax on 
investments, excluding retirement accounts and selling 
one’s primary residence.  I will promote efficiency in 
government, so funding can be used for other priorities. 

 
3. I will work to increase the Medicaid reimbursement rate for children’s dental, to promote 
wider access to dentists.  I will support expanding Medicaid to include adult dental. 
 
Racial Justice 
4. I will work to level the playing field, to include expanded learning opportunities from 
preschool, to after school programs.  I support additional mental health funding.  Business 
should be color blind and I will support best practices to implement that. 
 
5. Education is the key.  More support before school starts and more funding for high poverty 
schools will be supported.  I will work to lower the cost of attending college, through fully 
funding the School Needs Grants and work to reduce college tuition. 
  
Revenue 
6. I support changes to our tax structure to provide more funding:  capital gains tax, excluding 
retirement accounts and the sale of a primary residence, so that higher income citizens pay a 
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fairer share of their income in taxes—slightly lowering the B&O tax, but eliminating most of the 
exemptions—-promote government efficiency to lower the cost of government—close tax 
loopholes.  
 
Debt and Lending 
7. I support legislation to regulate debt buyers and collectors. 
Legislative District 16- State Representative Position 1 

William “Bill” Jenkin—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Everett Maroon (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 16- State Representative Position 2 

Skyler Rude (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Rebecca Francik (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. All students should feel encouraged and able to attend college 
or university, regardless of their background or economic status. 
I will fight to lower the cost of tuition and will also work to 
expand post-secondary alternatives like apprenticeships and 
trade schools that are especially popular and effective in Eastern 
Washington.  
 
Safety Net 
2. Each of these programs is essential, and needs to be funded, 
protected, and promoted. When considering the state’s budget, 
I won’t sacrifice these programs and I will work with advocacy 

groups like the Statewide Poverty Action Network to determine how best to expand and 
improve services.  
 
3. Though it receives less attention than other forms of healthcare, dental health and oral 
hygiene play a significant role in one’s overall health. I believe no one should be denied 
essential dental coverage because of their wealth and would support new programs expanding 
dental health coverage for those in need.  
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Racial Justice 
4. We need to stamp out this kind of systemic and persistent racism from our government and 
politics. I will prioritize listening and working with leaders of color, diverse organizations, and 
constituents from my district who have experienced racism to address these issues and find 
opportunities to create positive change.  
 
5. I’ve witnessed this unfortunate reality firsthand in Pasco and throughout the 16th. While 
there are numerous factors that affect this racial wealth gap, the most immediate action the 
Legislature can take is to address our regressive tax system. We must reduce the tax burden of 
low-income communities, especially those of color.  

 
Revenue 
6. As stated in my previous answer, I believe we need to address and reform our regressive tax 
code. We can do this without losing revenue by closing corporate loopholes and tax breaks. 
These unnecessary breaks cost the state millions in revenue and only further contribute to our 
regressive system.  

 
Debt and Lending 
7. It’s not fair for companies and individuals to take advantage of low-income communities in 
times of need. If elected, I’ll work with the Statewide Poverty Network and other stakeholders 
to find solutions to prevent this kind of predatory lending and ensure low-income families and 
consumers have trustworthy lending options.  

Southwest Washington Districts 
Legislative District 17- State Representative Position 1 

Vicki Kraft—i (Prefers Republican Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Tanisha Harris (Prefers Democratic Party) 

Education 
1. I want to invest and expand the Washington State Student 
Needs Grant, so all students, regardless of parental income, 
have the opportunity to attend college. I also want to expand 
opportunity for trades school and apprenticeships. We need to 
provide opportunities for high-paying jobs which do not require 
a degree. 
 
Safety Net 
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2. It is important we take care of the most vulnerable residents amongst us. We need to protect 
and increase these social safety nets to allow families to break out of the cycle of poverty. As a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate I know firsthand the benefits of the TANF and HEN programs. 
 
3. I want to work with providers to ensure that apple health care recipients can find dentists 
who accept their insurance. I also want to expand coverage and ensure undocumented families 
have access. 
 
Racial Justice 
4. Being a Biracial woman, I want to work with minority communities to ensure that their voices 
are heard. I will be constantly watching for unintended or hidden consequences in policies 
which disproportionately affect minorities to ensure equity and fairness in our laws and 
policies.  
 
5. Ensuring that everyone has equal and economic opportunities through legislation that is fair 
and just.    

  
Revenue 
6. There needs to be a balanced approach when it comes to our tax system. While I do not 
support an income tax that isn’t popular in my district, I think all options should be on the table 
for discussion and debate. I look forward to working with my colleagues on finding ways to 
alleviate the burdens of ever-growing property and sales taxes, which disproportionally impact 
our low-income neighbors, seniors, and working families. 

 
Debt and Lending 
7. I want to work with the Washington State Attorney General’s office to continue the fight 
against predatory loaning practices.  We need to be a strong consumer protections state.  We 
cannot allow big businesses to take advantage of families in poverty. 

Legislative District 17- State Representative Position 2 

Paul Harris—i (Prefers Republican Party) 
This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Damion E. Jiles, Sr. (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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Legislative District 49- State Representative Position 1 

Sharon Wylie—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  

Legislative District 49- State Representative Position 2 

Monica Jurado Stonier—i (Prefers Democratic Party) 

This candidate did not respond to Poverty Action’s questions on Debt & Lending, the Safety Net, 
Education, Racial Justice, and Revenue.  
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https://www.facebook.com
/PovertyAction/ 

 

https://povertyaction.org/ @povertyactionwa 

 

@poverty_action 

 

 

 

 

 

Voting is a crucial part of the political process, but it isn’t the 
only way to create the change you want to see in your 
community. Get involved with Poverty Action and our work to 
stay engaged throughout the year! 

 

Sign up here for our advocacy newsletter to learn about policy 
issues affecting our state and take action on bills throughout the 
legislative session! 

 

Join us for our annual MLK Lobby Day on Monday, January 21, 
2019. This will be a chance to meet your state legislators and talk 
to them about issues impacting you and your loved ones. Poverty 
Action provides transportation to Olympia, food, and an advocacy 

training—all entirely for free! Watch our social media and emails for more 
information in the coming months. 

Connect with us online: 
 

   

 

 

 

 

   

    

https://www.facebook.com/PovertyAction/
https://www.facebook.com/PovertyAction/
https://povertyaction.org/
https://twitter.com/PovertyActionWA
https://www.instagram.com/poverty_action/
https://povertyaction.org/newsletters/

