
Addressing Causes, Celebrating Solutions
Despite tough economic climate, many Poverty Action priorities pass
A record state deficit threatens critical programs for Washington’s 
most vulnerable. Undaunted, Poverty Action members and staff 
secured significant victories for people living on low incomes.
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Stopping the cycle of payday-loan debt  
After four incredible years fighting to rein 
in payday lenders, we are thrilled to have 
won an important step in the right direc-
tion: With strong pressure from our Alli-
ance to Prevent Predatory Lending (APPL), 
the legislature agreed to give payday-loan 
borrowers more options and time to repay 
loans, paving the way for 
further reforms.

Collection tactics  
Poverty Action passed 
a common-sense bill 
restricting the collec-
tions practices of payday 
lenders and check cashers. Lenders are now 
prohibited from threatening and harassing 
borrowers who are unable to repay loans.

Preventing mortgage-lending abuses   
Continuing our work from 2008, APPL 
passed a bill to increase and strengthen regu-
lation of reverse mortgages, helping prevent 
scammers from forcing seniors from their 
homes.

restoring voting rights  
Because no one should be 
denied the right to vote 
because they have a low 
income, this crucial bill 
removes the requirement to 
pay all fees before a person 
with a felony conviction can restore his or 
her voting rights after they have served their 
time to the state.

FAir LENDiNg: 
Borrowers 
gain access to 
reasonable loan 
products.  
(EHSB 1709)

A VoiCE iN 
DEMoCrACY: 
More than 
45,000 people 
will regain their 
right to vote. 
(HB 1517)

No victories would have been 
possible without the hard work 

of Poverty Action activists. 
Faced with a looming, record 

deficit and devastating proposed 
cuts, members and staff 

came out in full force to 
urge legislators to hold 

the line and preserve 
important investments. 

Thanks to all of you who took action, 
this session members generated more 

than 1,000 messages to lawmakers 
through our Action Alert system,  

and even more members made  
calls to the legislative hotline! 



ADULtS WitH DiSABiLitiES
Proposed cuts reduced to $65 million
While the budget was cut, General 
Assistance-Unemployable (GA-U), will 
continue to provide small monthly cash 
grants and medical coverage for more 
than 20,000 disabled adults unable 
to work.

NEEDY FAMiLiES
Held at current funding level

In 2008, Poverty Action helped 
achieve a 3% increase—the first in 
15 years—for Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF), which as-
sists parents with incomes so low they 
cannot meet basic needs for them-
selves and their dependent children.

BUiLDiNg ASSEtS
Held at current funding level

Individual Development Accounts 
(IDAs), a state-matched savings ac-
count program that helps people with 
low incomes save to purchase or build 
assets like a home, an education or a 
business.

SUStAiNABLE rEVENUE
Missed opportunity

Facing its largest budget shortfall in 
history, the legislature failed to cham-
pion sustainable, progressive revenue 
options like a high-earner’s tax or 
closing corporate-tax loopholes. 

ACCESS to HEALtH CArE
Reduced by 40,000 slots

Cuts to the Basic Health Plan, which 
offers health coverage for 100,000 
individuals and families living under 
200% FPL, will leave many without 
coverage for prescriptions and pre-
ventative care. 

WorKiNg FAMiLiES rEBAtE
No funding allotted

The Working Families Rebate, our 
state version of the federal EITC, 
passed into law in 2008 and would 
provide a tax rebate to low- and mod-
erate-income families and individuals 
and make Washington’s tax system 
more fair (our state has the country’s 
most regressive tax system).

Poverty Action members 
helped MAiNtAiN important 
budget victories, urging 
legislators not to lose ground 
by undercutting important 
investments when we need 
them more than ever.

—Danielle Friedman, in the Seattle Times, 5/15/09

The media are paying attention.
on Predatory Lending

“Right now, many borrowers take out a second 
loan to pay off the first—and often a third loan, 
and a fourth. This legislation is about breaking 
that cycle.”

—Rep. Sharon Nelson, in the Latino Business Review, 3/11/09 

“This is a tremendous step in the right 
direction—for people who are truly caught,  
this bill will help disrupt the cycle of debt.”

 —Maya Baxter, in the Tacoma News-Tribune, 4/23/09

on the Budget Negotiations

“While this is the biggest economic challenge we 
face, it’s one we can solve—but it calls for bold 
action and leadership.” —Maya Baxter, inThe Seattle Times, 3/31/09

 
“It is disappointing that the House, along with 
the Senate and Governor, proposed budgets that 
will abandon Washington families when they 
need help the most.” —Maya Baxter, in The Seattle Times, 4/1/09

”
...an amazing victory for consumers that 
paves the way for further protections. 
This will save a lot of people money that 
could go toward basic needs.

“

Protections for Payday-Loan Borrowers
Poverty Action, community allies and legislative champions 
join Governor Gregoire as she signed ESHB 1709 into law on 
May 15, 2009.


